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An Endeavour after further Union between Con-- | 
forming and Nonconforming Proteſtants. 


the 20th Article of the Church of Ergland, The Charch hath 

Power to decree Rites or 'GCoremonses, and Authority in Controver- 

ſes of Faith, Iconceive that here is nothing diſlonant from 

'he Principles and Prattice of the Nonconforming Brethren themſelves. 
The forefaid Clauſe bath two Pats; one ſuppoſeth that the Church hath 
Power to dectet Rites arGeremoniesz the other fuppoſeth that the Church 
hath. Authority ta Controverſies of Faith, 1 _ with this latter firſt. 
By the Church 1 vaderſtand-the Society of Faithful People in Chriſt Jeſus, 
the Body of Chriſt. This Society muſt needs have 1inifterial Authority 
i Controverkes of Faith, as is plain from 1 Cor. 2. 15. But he that © ſjsri- 
that judgetb all things; yet he himſelf is judgedof no Man. Now the Church 
is a Spiritual Society, conſiſting of Men endued with the Spirit of Chriſt, 
whereby they ane capable of diſcerning ſpiritual things ſpiritually, and 
conſequently of diſcenning, judging, and deciding each Man for his own 
Soul, what. is of Faith, and what is not of Faith, This Reaſov is plainly 
hinted inthe following Verſein thafte Words, We have the Mind of Chriſt ;, 
that is, wiewhbo are godly in Chris Jeſus, have ſpiritual Underſtanding in 
the ghings of Ghriſt ;. we know his Youct; and follow bim, and turn from 
the Voice of Strangers. ' Zeloven,,: (believer every Spirit, but try the Spirits 
mhet ber they are of God ; becauſe many falſe Prophets are gone out into the World, 
1 Fohn 4.1. Now the Church is Chriit's Beloved 3 and here ſhe is com- 
manged not-to-believe every Spirit, but to try the Spirits whether-they are 
of God ; breavſe;meny fale Prophets: are gone out into thelWorld. But 
ihe may not preſume> to:try the Spitrits, if ſhe: bave no Anthority to try 
t em; and -ſhe.cannot haveAntiiority to try the Spirits, and to diſcern be- 
t 4een the Voice of Chriſt and the Voice of Antichriſt, but ſhe muſt needs: 
h:ive Authority in Controverſies of Faith. Do nat the Noncanforming 
B-ethren reject Socinianiſm, Arianiſm, Pelagianiſm, the Popiſh Maſs, and 
q her the like) Hereſies: and Delufbns 7” By what Anthority do- thiey rec- 
je c:them; and embrace the xantrary Truths, and oblige all their Flooks: 
fc » do, if really the Church hath no Authority in Controverſies of 
F. a? Ttisthen plain from their own Principles and-Praftice, that they 
d& «1 allow the Church to have Authority in Controverſies of Faith, that 
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is, Miniſterial Authority dependent on, and ſubject to Chriſt her Head : 
which is the plain meaning of the Article, as is manifeſt from the whole 
Tenour thereof, and the'reſt'of the: Articles ſubfcribed by the Nonconfor- 


miſt Brethren themſclves. 


2. Then for the other Branch, That the Church hath Power to decree Rites 
or Ceremonies, that is, decent and uſeful Rites or Ceremonies, circa Sacra, 
about holy Things. That there are ſuch, the Nonconformiſts will not 
deny. I inſtance inthe taking of an Oath this is a Sacred Thing, a Reli- 
gious At, and a part of God?s Worſhip pertaining to Natural Religioo, 
common to us and Heathens, unalterably fixed by God as touching the 
Subſtance thereof, but not as touching the external Form and Manner of 
taking it; here is a Latitude left by God. And there may be innocent 
Variety ; divers Countries may have divers Faſhions, and the ſame godly 
Man and Church of God may: ſee cauſe ro'vaty the-Rite and Solemnity of 
Swearing, As Abraham, Gen. 14.22. ſwore with his' Hand lifted up unto the 
Lord, the moſt high God. At another time he made his Servant ſwear with 
his Hand pat under the Thigh of Abraham his Maſter, Gen. 24. Thoſe who 
in the late Times in theſe Nations took the folemn League and Covenant, 
ſwore with their right Hand lift up to Heaven: But now both Conforming 
and Nonconforming Proteſtants, generally in England-and Ireland, and, as 
| ſuppoſe. in Scorland alſo, ſwear with their right Hand-laid-upon the Bi- 
ble, as a Rite or Ceremony not unlawful. Again, it is well known that 
the French Proteſtant Miniſters do uſe to preach with their Hats on, but 
the Proteſtant Miniſters in England, Scotland and Ireland, (not to name 
other foreign Churches) do uſe.to preach with their Hats" off. Now 
Preaching the Goſpel is a ſacred Thing, a religious Act, as all agree ; and 
the Nonconformiſts will not deny but that for Subſtance it is unalterably 
fixed by God, but whether with the Hat on or off is not preciſely deter- 
mined by him. Here there may be innocent Variety, it is clearly a Rite or 
Ceremony about a religious Ac ; one Church hath this Rite or Ceremo- 
ny, another Charch hath another Rite or Ceremony quite. contrary, 'and 
yet both Ways:Iawful- before God in the: Judgment of the Nonconformilſt 
Brethren themſelves. For in things of this nature Cuſtom creates a Law, 
otherwiſe the Apoſtle had argued very weakly ; But if any Man ſeem to be 
contentions, we have no ſuch Cuſtom, neither the Churches of God, 1 Cor. 11, 
16. 9 
3. Again, giving notice to the People by the ringing or tolling of a Bell 
at. what time to aſſemble for God's publick Worſhip, as alſo the teſtifying 
of our Joy and Thankfulneſs to God on a 5th of November, by ringing of 
Bells, and by Bonfires, and on the like extraordinary Days of Thankſpgi- 


'ving, are clearly Rites or Ceremonies, crca Sacre, abont holy Things, no 


where 
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where preſcribed by God, and yet held lawful and uſeful by the Noncon- 


the Church hath Power to decree innocent, uſ:ful ard decent Rites or Ce- 


remonies, circa Sacra, about holy Things, there being clearly ſome ſuch. 


Ceremonie: or Rites in uſe among all the Charches of Chriſt, approved by 
the Nonconformiſt Brethren, no where ordained by God 3 it being ſuffici- 
ent as to things of this nature, that they are no where forbidden by God, 
and being eſtabliſhed by general Uſage and Cuſtom of the Church where 
we live, that is equivalent. to a Decree, and proves that the Church hath 
Power from Chrilt to begin and introduce ſuch laudable and uſeful Rites 
and Ceremonies, as to continue the Uſe and Obſervation thereof, Nec 
Diſciplina ulla eſt in hu melior gravi prudentique Chriſtiano, quam nt eo modo 
azat, quo agere viderit Eccleſiam ad quamcungae forte deventru. Yuod enim 
neque contra fidem, neque contra bonos mores injungitur, indifferenter eſt haben- 
dum, & pro eorum inter quos vivitur Societate ſervandum eſt, Augult. Epiſt. 
118. ad Jan. 

4. It fa. thus plain that the Church hath Power to decree Rites or 
Ceremonies, and that theſe may not be the ſame in all places; then not on- 
ly this part of the 20th Article of the Church of England, bur alſo the whole 
34th Article, as being for ſubſtance the ſame more largely expreſſed, muſt 
needs be ſound, and conſonant to the Principles and Practice of the Non- 
conformiſt Brethren, and may ſafely be ſubſcribed by them. The Words 
of the 34th Article are theſe 3 /t is not neceſſary that Traditions and Ceremo- 
nies be un all Places, one, or utterly like : for at all times they have been divers, 
and changed, according to the diverſity of Countries, Times, and Mens Man- 
ners ;, ſo that nothing be ordained againſt God's Word. Whoſoever through bis 
private Judgment, willingly and purpoſely doth openly break the Traditions and 
Ceradmomes of the Church, which be not repugnant to the Word of God, and be 
g#dained and approved by Common Authority, ought to be rebuked cpenly, (that 


[\ other may fear to do the like ) as he that offendeth againſt the common Order of ' 


rhe Church, and woundeth the Conſciences of the weak Brethren, Every Parti- 
cular or National Church bath Authority to ordain, change and aboliſh Ceremo- 
nies or Rites of the Church, ordained wh by Man's Authority, ſo that all things 
be done to edifying. 

5. If wedeſire a publick Expoſition of the Doctrine of the Church of 
England touching this matter, there is that of Mr. Thomas Rogers, peruſed, 
and by the lawful Authority of the Church of England allowed to be publick, 
He in that Expoſition declareth, that the Church hath no Power to appoint 


' what Rites or Ceremonies ſhe will : for ſhe muſt decree none which be, 


cither, for their own Nature, impious ;——or for Uſe, ſuperſtitious ;—— 
or for their Weight, over-heavy, and grieyous to be born z — or for their 
| Wor- 


\ 
df 


formiſt Brethren themſelves. And therefore they mult nzeds own that 


mc. ey - 


Sow -, Foy I OE " 9 


—— WW  — 


: orgies cn + —_ Mn __— 4. 
"4 


(6) 


"'Worthineſ:; in the Eyes of the Ordainers, either of equal Price, or of 


more account than the very Ordinances of (God ;—or againlt the Liber- 
ty of Chriſtians, and to the entangling of them again with the Yoke of 


Bondage : or laſt of all, any way contrary to the Commandments, Word, 


and Will of God. But the Rites, Ceremonies and Conſtitutions of the 
Church, they muſt make altogether, and tend both to the nouriſhing and 
increaſe of Love, 'Friendſhip, and Quietneſs among Chriitians, and-alſo 
to the retaining of God's People in the holy Service, Worſhip and Fear of 
God, according to the Rule of the Apoſtle, — Let all things be done honeſtly, 
and by Order. All Churches Reformed conſent hereunto. So Mr. Thoms 
Rogers, pag. 105; 106. No Nonconforming Brother will gainſay this, 

6. The Articles do not ſay that the Church hath Power to decree the 
Crofs in Baptiſm, nor is any Man obliged by his Subſcription to_them, to 
declare that ſhe hath, but only ſach humane Rites or Ceremonies circa Sa- 
cra, as be decent, uſeful, and no way contrary to God's Word, Whe- 
ther the Croſs in Baptiſm, and the Surplice in particular be decent, uſeful, 
and no way contrary to God's Word, 1s a Queſtion of another nature, and 
doth not come into the preſent Debate. For if it ſhould be ſuppoſed that 
the Church hath no Power to decreetheCrofs in Baptiſm, and the Surplice, 
as being inconvenient, and no way necellary ; yet will it not thence follow 
that ſhe hath no Power to decree ſuch other Rites and Ceremonies c:rca Sa- 
cra, as are confeſſedly exp:dient and uſeful, as to ſwear with the right 
Hand lift vp to Heaven, or laid upon the Bible, and to give notice to the 
People at what time to alemble for publick Worſhip by ringing or tolling 
of a'Bell.* Even-Dr. Ames himſelf, whom no one acquainted with Church- 
Affairs, can ſuſpect to have been partial in this matter, and too favoura- 
ble to humane Ceremonies circa Sacra, doth acknowledg, that if there be. 
no Error in humane Appointment touching the Place and Hour of God's 
publick Worſhip, and the like things, (Conſftztario ills babenda fit quaſs ſim-. 
pliciter divins. Mcdull. Theol: U. 2. c. 14. num. 23.) that Conſtitution is to 
be held, as it were, ſimply Divine : For that the Church-:doallemble for 
God's publick Worſhip at that Hon, * which, all things conſidered, is moſt 
convenient, he grants is God's Will. Now the ringing or tolling of a 
Bell, is in the Judgment of Nonconformiſts themſelves, and-all other ſobcr 
Perſons, an apt-Mean, a prudential Ceremony, Rite, or Token of Man's 
Appointment, for notiſying to'the Congregation at what Hour to aſſem- 
ble, like the uſe of the Silver Trumpets under-the Law, Nuab. 10. And 
therefore the Hour ſo'appointed being/meet and convenient for God's pub- 
lick Worſhip, according to Dr. Ames; Conceſſion in the foreſaid Place, 
Armoſci debet quaſi 4 Deo conſtituta, it ought to be acknowledged, as it were, 
appvinted- by God, ' and conſequently the foreſaid humane Ceremony 

oa. IS whereby 
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whereby the Hour is notified. Which is ſufficient for my preſent Purpoſe, 
that there is nothing at all in the 20th and 34th Articles of the Church of 
England, repugnant to the Principles of the Nonconformiſts, bur a full, 
Agreement between both Sides as to this part of Subſcription. 

7. For my part, I think that the Church hath no power to decree the 
Croſs in Baptiſin, or any the like humane Ceremony therein. My Reaſon 
is, becauſe Baptiſm it ſelf is a Divine Ceremony, ard the Croſs is a hu- 
mane Ceremony ; and the Church hath no power to decree and annex a 
humane Ceremony to a Divine, it being plainly ſuperfluous and unnecella- 
ry, there is neither Precept nor Example in all the Book cf God to war- 
rant ſuch a Decree. The Church hath no Power but for Edification, 2 Cor. 
10.8. and 2 Cor. 13. 19. She may impoſe none but neceſſary things, Atts 
I5. 28, ſuch as be ſome way neceſlary to Order, Unicy, or Decency in 
God's Service, which the Croſs in Baptiſm antccedently to humane Impo- 
ſition, is not. It is neceſſary that Baptiſm be done in a fit Place, at a meet 
Hour, by one authorized, in a decent Garment, in a fit Poſture, with fit 
Words, and decent external Reverence and Solemnity z but there is no 
neceſſity at all of the Croſs, or any the like humane Ceremony in Baptiſm. 
Neither the Light of Nature, nor the [oſtitution of Chriſt, nor the Pra- 
Aice of the Apoſtles and firſt Churches planted by their Miniſtry, and re- 
corded in Scripture for a Rule and Pattern to all ſucceeding Churches to 
the-end of the World, do warrant any ſuch Decree and impoſition. All 
needful Circumſtances, all that is apy way requiſite to the orderly, decent, 
landable, holy, juſt, and exemplary diſpenſing and partaking of Baptiſm, 
may be obſerved without the Croſs, or any the like humane Ceremony. 
To ſay the contrary, is to reproach the Inſtitution of Chriſt and his Apo- 
{tles, and the Churches planted by their Miniſtry, and to ſet the Wiſdom 
of Man above the Wiſdom of God, and bring in Arbitrary Government 
into the Church, and lay a Foundation for gnumberleſs unneceſſary hamane 
Ceremonies in God's Worſhip, as in the Papacy, and great Evils and De-. 
ſolations in the Church, by inflicting doleful Penaltics upon worthy and 
good Men, who out of Conſcience refuſe Conformity to ſuch unneceſſary 
Decrees, as the Event doth ſadly manifeſt. But that it is unlawful to uſe: 
the Croſs in Baptiſm, while impoſed by the Supream Authority of the Na- 
tion under pain of Deprivation, is more than I can prove, neither will I 
judg conſcientious Nonconformiſts who meekly diſſeat. 

8. Acain, the Nonconforming Brethren ſcruple Subſcription to the 
35th Article of the Church of England touching Homilies : which Article 
ſands upon two Points.. Firſt, that the two Books of Homilies contain a 
godly, and wholſom, and neceſſary DoCtrine. Secondly, that therefore 
they judg them to be read in Churches by the Miniſters diligently and dir 
ſtinQly,. 
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ſtictly. The form:r Point I cannot think the Nonconforming Brethren, 
who have read the Homi:ies, will deny. The Article doth not ſay that 


-thcre is nothing in any of the Homilies ſavouring of humane Weakneſs and 


Imperfction : for the maia they may and do contain a godly, wholſom 
and necellary Doftrine, though there may perhaps be in them ſome tole- 
rable Defects, as is incident to moſt good Books not divinely inſpired, and 
even to the belt Tranſlation of the holy Scriptures. Touching the latter 
Point, the Nonconforming Brethren, by their Subſcription to the 6th Ar- 
ticle, muſt needs own and allow, that che Apocrypha- Books ( 4s Hierom 
faith) the Church doth read for Exaniple of Life, and Inſtruftion of Manners ;, 
but yet deth it not apply to ſtabliſh any Dottrine, This plainly intimates that 
they are not againſt all reading of other Books than the Bible in the Church, 
due diſtintion being put between the one and the other. Neither will 
they condemn, but rather approve the- French Proteſtant Churches hereto- 
fore, who in the want of daily Paſtors, did in many Places uſe to read both 
privately and publickly Mr. Calvin's Sermons upon Fob, as Mr. Beza in his 
Preface to them doth relate. And we may well think that this and no o- 
ther was the Intention of the Compoſers of this Article, and of the Homi- 
lies, as thinking it better, in the want of Paſtors qualified with miniſterial 
Gifts and Ability, to compoſe edifying Sermonsdaily and continually of 
their own, that the People have ſound and godly Sermons of others com- 
poſing, read to them in publick, than be without all publick laſtruCtion. 
This Senſe will well ſtand with the Words of the Article, and it is agree- 
able to the Opinion both of Conforming and Nonconforming Brethren, And 
therefore as to this alſo I may well conclude that there is no difference be- 
tween the two Parties. 

9. There is but one more Article unſubſcribed by the Nonconforming 
Brethren, and that is the 36th concerning the Book of Ordination, Touch- 
ing which, if the Epiſcopal Brethren will own the Nonconforming Bre- 
thren, ordained by Presbyters without a Biſhop, to be true Miniſters of 
Chriſt, and their Ordination to be valid, and will cordially embrace them 
as Brethren and Fellow-Miniſters, as in Conſcience they are bound, all 
other Matters will either be accorded ; or what cannot be fully accorded, 
may be tolerated with mutual Brotherly Love to each other, according to 
that Apoſtolical Canon ; Ler «s therefore, 44 many as be perfett, be thus mind- 
ed: and if in any thing ye be otherwiſe minded, God ſhall reveal even this unto 
you, Neverthele, whereto we have already attained, let ws walk, by the ſame 
Rule, let ws mind the ſame thing, Phil. 3. 15, 16. But if the Epiſcopal Bre-. 
thren ſhall jadg the Nonconforming Miniſters, ordained by Presbyters . 
without a Biſhop, to be no Miniſters of Chriſt, and their Ordination to be 
null, and their Baptiſm, Preaching, diſpenſing the Lord's Supper, and all 
other 
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other their Miniſterial As to be meer Nullities, then there is no hope of 
Accord, norof Toleration with mutual Brotherly Love; a Schiſm there 
is, and like to be.: Concerning which I will ſec down a Paſſage which [1 
find related by Mr. Clrk in the Life of that eminent Nonconforming Mi- 
niſter Mr. Grecnham. On a time the Biſhop of Eli ſent for him to appear about 
his Nonconformity, at which rime the Biſhop told him that there was a great Schiſm 
in the Church, askgng him where the Blame was to be laid, whether upon the Con- 
formiſts or Nonconformiſts? To which he readily anſwered, that it might lie on 
either ſide, 'or on neither ſide : For (ſaid be) if they loved one another as they 
ought, end would do all good Offices each for other, thereby maintaining Love and 
Contord, it lay onneither fide , otherwiſe which Party ſoever makes the Rent, the 
Schiſm lies np1 their ſcore. The Biſhop was ſo pleaſed with this Anſwer, that 
he diſmiſſed him in peace. | 7 
10. They who repute Men ordained by Presbyters without a Biſhop, to 
be no Miniſters,. and their Miniſterial As to be Nullities, are not regular 
Sons of God's Church in England, but a Set, Combination, and Party of 
Mean in it, who are tainted and defiled with an uncharicable Priacip'e, 
contrary to one Article of the Chriſtian Faith, The Holy C atholick, Church, 
the Communion of. $gints. Far God?s Church in England doth own ang em- 
brace the Projeftant Miniſters in Helland, France, Helvetia and Geneva, 
ordained by Presbyt&ts without a Biſhop, to be true Miniſters of Chriſt, 
and the Churches guided by them to be true Churches : This hath been the 
conſtant Doftrine of God's Church in Englasd all along from the begin- 
ning of the Reformation to this Jay. - Aud unleſs we ſo hold, we yield the 
Cayſe to the Papilts, and overthrow. the Proteſtant Cauſe. The Papiſts 
ask, Whees was our Church before Zather? To which the Anſwer bath 
been often made, That whereſoever goa Earth God bad a People belie- 
ving in the Father,. the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, retaining Baptiſm and 
the Lord's Supper, for Subſtance ſound anfl gopd, and living right "A 
ſoberly aud godly, thars was our Church. | We are ſure from God's Word, 
and found Baker of all Chriſtian. People, that ſuch a Church Gad- 
ypon Earth before and will have to the End of the World: We 
do not derive our and our Miniſtry from Rome, .and the Roman | 
Papacy, but from Chriſt and the holy Scriptures, and the Evangelical Cos 
venant, Þy the Tenour whereof, upon our ſincere. Repentance. apd Iycor; 
poration into Chrilt by lively Faith, all cings becomes ory. | wherbir Þ p 
or Apollos, er Cephas, or the World, or Life, or Death, or ihings preſent,” or 
things to come ;, all are ours, 1 Cor. 3. 21,22. And conſequently whatſoever 
is true, juſt, good, any way uſeful to God and Chriſt Jeſus, and the Souls 
of Men, among Papiſts, Jews, Turks and Heathens, that becomes ours 
for ſpiritual Uſes to our Souls. In leaving the Papacy we have not left 
B Chriſ 
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Chriſt and his Charch, but we have left Idolatry, falſe Worſhip, Super- 
ſition, and the Way of Damnation, and are become a found part of, and 
joined to that holy Catholick Church, which is the Myſtical Body of Chriſt, 
the bleſſed Company of all faithful People, built upon the Foundation of 
the Prophets and Apoſtles, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being the chief Corner- 
Stone. Upon this Divine Foundation all the Proteſtant Churches ſtand ; 
and. they who deny Ordination by Presbyters without a Biſhop to be valid, 
muſt {will they, nill they) fall in with the Principles of the Papiſts againſt 
the whole Reformation, becauſe the Caufe is common. 

1r. The Miniſtry of the Nonconforming Brethren doth not ſtand by 
the late AC for Toleration, but by God's Word : that Act doth only pri- 
vilege and ſecure them from . Penalties and Proſecutions at Man's Bar. 
They in their Conſciences judg ſome things impoſed by the At of Unifor- 
mity, flatly ſinful, though they honour acd love conſcientious. and worthy 
Conformiſts, who think otherwiſe. Whether they err or not, is not the 
Queſtion in order to Peace ; all the while it is certain.that ſome things im- 
poſed are in their own nature no way neceſſary to Holineſs, to Order, to 
Unity, to Decency in God's Service, to Edification,” to Peace; all which 
may well be, and conſiſt, without the things wmpoſed, in the Judgment of 
Chrift and his Apoſtles, and the firſt Churches planted by the Apoſtles for 
a Pattern to all a—_— fp. Ages, and in the Judgment of all other impar. 
tial Chriſtians, ,yea and of Adverſaries themfelyes. 

12, The Nonconforming Brethren: may well be ſubje&t to the Biſhops 
and their Ccurts, as Officers appointed by the State, touching things that 
concern thei. Office, fo far forth as they require nothing in their Judgment 
finful : for SubjeCtion ſo far, is not inconſiſtent with, but rather according 
to their own Principles. In like manner, the Epiſcopal Brethren in Scoc- 
land, who now are the Nonconforming Party there, may well be ſabje to 
the Presbyteyian way of Diſcipline, as an Ordinance appointed by the 
State, 'fo far forth az.nothing is impoſed on them, which in their Jodgmenr 
&. ſinful :, for SabjeCtion fo far is well confiſtent with their own Principles. 


, - Supreatn Magiſtrates being appointed by God to be nurſing Fathers to the 


Church,” and to rule all Eſtatesin their Domintonsby the Sword, all, both 
Biſhops and Presbytery, in their Dominions muſt needs be ſubject, not on- 
ly for Wrath, 'but alſo for Conſcience fake, both to the King as ſupream, 
ard' to.f\th as att tegally under him... '' | 


The 


(12) 
| The Validity of Ordination by Presbyters without a Biſhop. | 


I. pn by thoſe who ſucceed the Apoſtles of Chriſt in the moſt 

neceſſary and principalpart of their Office, muſt needs be valid. 
But we wiſl give our ſelves continually to Prayer, and to the Miniſtry of the 
Word, ACts6.4. This is clearly the molt neceſſary and priccipal part 
of the Apoſtles Office, becauſe it hath the greateſt Aptneſs and Tenden- 
cy by Divine Inſtitution, to convert and edify Souls, to breed and in- 
creaſe in them ſaving. Faith, to inlarge and add to God's Church, to 
deſtroy the Works of the Devil, and make all Perſons holy and happy 
through the gracious Concurrence of the Holy Ghoſt, Now it is noto- 
rious and undeniably eyident, that many. Presbyters do give themſclves 
continually to Prayer, and to the Miniſtry of the Word : And therefore 
Ordination by them without a Biſhop, muſt needs be valid. 

2, God's gracious-Promiſe. is, 1 will give you Paſtors according to mine 
Heart, which ſhall feed you with Knowledg and Underſtanding, Jer. 3.1 5. 
This is an Evangelical Promiſe fulfilled by God to Multitudes of Chri- 
ſtian People in many parts of: the World ; they are bleſſed by him with 
Paſtors according to his Heart, ordained by able and faichful Presbyters 
without a Biſhop, ſuch Paſtors as do feed them with heavenly Knowledg 
and Linderſtanding, whoſe Labours in the Miniſtry God doth graciouſly 
and abundantly ſucceed and proſper with the Converſion, Confirmati- 
on, and Edification of Souls. Satan doth implacably hate their Mini- 
ſtry ; and they who are not converted and edified by it, are left with- 
out excuſe, and cannot but be convifted in Conſcience that the Miniſtry 
of ſuch Paſtors is Divine and from above. 

3. Chriſt, when he putteth forth bis own Sheep, be goeth before them, and 
the Sheep follow him; for they know his Voice. And a Stranger will they not 
follow, but will flee from him ;, for they know not the Voice of Strangers, —— 
My Sheep (ſays he) hear my Voice, and 1 know them, and they follow me, 
Fohn 10. 4, 5,27. Now in many parts of the Chriſtian World Chriſt 
doth govern, feed, and ems qo his Sheep, that is, -bis Saints, by the 
Miniſtry of Paſtors ordained by: Presbyters without a Biſhop. The 
m—_ of Chriſt have ſpiritual Wiſdom and Sagacity, whereby they are 
capable of diſcerning ſpiritual things ſpiritually, and can perceive that 


the Word in the Mouth of ſuch Paſtors is the Word of God, and the 
Voice of Chriſt ; they are ſure that ir is ſo by its Divine and Heavenly 
Effects upon their Hearts, conhag them to hate all known Sing, and ſhun 
the, Occaſions thereof, to loye 


ighteouſneſs, to do juſtly, and love 
B 2 Mercy, 


— 
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Mercy, and walk humbly with their God; to eſteem very highly in Love 
for their Work's ſake all faithfat Miniſters, and fuch as tabonr in the 
Word and Doctrine, and to turn from all ſuch as by their Fruits do 
plainly ſhew themſelves to be Wolves in Sheeps Clothing, Men never 
fent of God, Subverters of Peoples Souks. ] 
4. God bids the: Prophet Exivel to tell the Children of his People, 
and fay unto them, When 1 bring the Sword upon a Land, if the People of the 
Land take a Man of their Coaſts, and ſet bins for their Watchman, &c. Exck, 
33-2. This plainly intimares that it belongeth to the People, as having 
Souls incomparebly precious, which God hath commanded them dili- | 
gently ro keep, and hath given them charge of, with wiſe Care, accor- 
ding. to the general Rules of God's Word, «to take a fir Man, and ſer 
him for their Watchman, Guide and fpiritual Paſtor. Accordingly the 
People in many parts of the Chriſtian World, do take a fit Man ordai- 
ned by Presbyters without a Biſhop, and ſet him for thetr Watchman 
and ſpiritual Guide, and partake of his Miniſterial Labour and Over. 
Gghr, with great Profit to their Sonk : and therefore his Ordination 
mult needs be valid. | be OMA ht oF ' 3, 
+ $- God's Word is, - Lev the Prezbyrers- that rule well, be counted x 
of double Henonr, eſpecially they who li 5 the Word and Dottrine, - » Timm. 
5. 15. Whence K is plain that fouch as labour in the Word and: Do- 
arine, re the molt eminent Miniſters of Chriſt, and Pillars of God's 
Church, becavfe donble Honour is eſpecrelly-Aue tofuch, and not toſach 
2s do not labour in the Word and DoRrine, - though they rble well » for 
though double Honour is" due to- them: alfo, yer it is not- eſpecially and 
eminently due to ther that rvle well, but to them that labour in the 
Word and Doftrine. - Now Iabouring in the Word and Doctrine is 8 
thing in jts own nature commen to the Biſhop and the Presbyter, as all 
2gree;-and ivis manifeſt -in-Experience, that many-Presbyters are emi- 
nent Lebourers- tn the Word: and Dodrine,: and many Biſhops: in the 
Ehriſtian World'ate not; they neither labour -in-the Word and Dodtrine, 
nor rule well, bur rule very 11}, and teach Idolaery, falfe Worſhip, the 
Do&rine of Seven Sacraments, Salvation partly by Grace, and partly 
by Meric of- Works ; with-bolding the Cop in the'Lord*s Supper from 
thePeople, Purgatory, Tranſubſtantiationg God's Service in a Tongue 
not vnderftood by the People 3 they kill God's Saints, thinking they do 
him Service in ſo doing ; this da the Biſhops in Popiſh Countries. And 
therefore- certainly, according to- God's unchangeable Law, and the 
Grounds of Religion, Ordination by Orthodox, Godly and: Exemplary 
Pre»byters, who Fabour in- yt > and Doeqrine; muſt needs be more 
Yaltd; ore Divine, more Apeſtolical, and more Honourablethan Or 
2260s a! dination 


C 323 
dination by ſuch Biſhops as neither :rule well, nor labour in the Word 
and Do&rine, but they rule .very ill, and are Antichriſtian. God's 
Word is, Them that honour me, 1 will honoxr ; and they that deſpiſe me, 
foal be lightly efteemed, 1 Sam. 2.30. God judgerh Miniſters according 
to their Works, not by bare Names, and Titles, and[/Robes, and world- 
ly Grandeur, and Princes Favour, and earthly Riches, and things com- 
mon to good and bad Men, but by inward real Worth, and Miniſterial 
Ability and Fidefiry, honooring thofe who honour him, and thofe more 
abundantly, who more abundantly honour him, and are by his Grace 


Evangelically worthy of Honour. Now we are to be Followers of God Epheſ.;.r. 


as dear Children; and as in othet Points; © particalar}y. in the' Point 
of Ordination; prefer a Presbyrer who labours ir the' Word and Do- 
&rine,” before a 'non-labouring Biſhop. G 2913 e318* | 
6.''The Apoſtle faich, Other Foundation can wo My lay, thau that ts 
laid; which is Feſws Chit, 1 Cov. 3.11. Ordination by able and faith- 
ful Presbyters without a Biſhop, -is built upon rhis Foundation, and fo it 
maſy needs be valid,” firm and immovedble. It is: done publickly with 


Faſticig and Prayer; -9ith-thi Leying on of the Hang of the Provliyeery, weitti 1 Tim. 487 


doe Trial end Probetion of -the' Perſon to be ordained, with'the Likin 
and Conſerit of the People, with ſound Belief a God rhe Father, an 
the Son, 2nd the Holy Ghoſt, with: exprefs or implicice Renunciation 
of Arianiſn, Socinianiſm, Pelagianiſm, _ Idolatry and Superſtiti- 
on, /#nd alt other Antichriftian S«ctv-and! falſe Ways of Salvation, with 
ſeparation of the Perſon ordaificd for the Work of the Miniſtry all his 
Days, with ho-Impoſition of any thing flatly finful, with publick Pro- 
feſhon of the Sufficiency and PerfeRion- of the holy Scriptures for the 
making of us compleat in alt the'Will of God, throughtly furniſhed unto 
all good Works by: the fpeciaF Grace of Chrift, with Avcthoricy not to 
dea Miniſter Yo-this or that particnlar People only, but-to-be a Miniſtet 
of ChriſF refated' to the whole Churety on Earth m general, and ſpeci- 
ally to that particufar People to which he hath Call ; and all this with 
the Concurrefce, Countenance and Protection of the higher Powers in 
Scotland, Holland, Helvetia, Gentva, waar ry and. many other 
parts of the Chriſtian World: IF this be not valid Ordination, there 
1s no foch thing as valid Ordination;\.it muff needs be valid in the Judg- 
ment of all-fueh as approve the 23d Article of the Church of England. 

7. They who maintain that Ordination by Presbyters without a Bi- 
thop is not: valid, proceed upon this Suppofition, that the Chutch of 
Godiva Political Society, conffting of two-parts eſſentially, # ruling and 
a ruled Part 3 that whife Chriſt was opon Eatth,” he was the overning 
Part, but he feaving the Earth; ordained'the- Apoſtles to be his Eieurte- 
nants, 
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( 24 ) 
f nants;” add Perey the Forenian of them all ; that Biſhops ſucceed the A- 
Subeſſe poſtles as to the Government of the Church Univerſal upon Earth, and 


4, —_—_ are Chriſt's Eccleſiaſtical Lieutenants ; and that the Biſhop of Reme is 
1 


aft Epiſcopus prime Sedis, the Chief and Foreman of all the Biſhops 3 that 
” manzCre- this Hierarchy and Inſtitution is Divine, and all who do not comply with 
| ure, de- Kt are guilty of damnable Schiſm, and ſo dyiog, cannot be ſaved, 

, Cclaramus oe $1 | grey | KY 71 Bed 

'{{ & definimus omnino effe de necefliate Salutis: Bonif. 8. in extrav. de majorir. & obed. cap. wnam 
l lnRam. Col. 212. 


$. 1 ſhall freely grant, that if really the Church of God be, what they 
ſuppoſe, a Polirical Society, conliſting of two Parts eſſentially, a ruling 
and a ruled Part, then all the reſt is unavoidable, and Iſhall be obliged 
to turn Papiſt, and 1 promiſe ſo to do. But if this firſt Point, , which 
is the Foundation and Corner-ſtone of their Fabrick, fail, and prove ru- 
nous, then their whole Cauſe, as built on it, muſt needs fall with it ; 
and ( will. they, nilb they): they muſt confeſs that Ordination by Preſ- 
+ byters without #- Biſhop. is. valid, and-that their Separation from,; and 
oppoſing themſelves againſt ſuch Miniſters, and the Churches governed 
by them without a Biſhop, as an Eccleſiaſtical Lieutenant, is a very 
great Sin, and their Charge of Schiſm will recoil, and light upon them- 
feives..c;.-- |. | | y - FI 
9. I overthrow-the Foundation, of their-Hierarchy by: this inyincible 
Argument : If the Church of. God be a Political Society,: conſiſting. of 
two Parts eſſentially, a ruling and "a ruled Part ; then there can be no 
difference between Moſes and Chriſt, between the Law and Grace, and 
then the Chriſtian Religion is deſtroyed ; For the Law was given by Mo- 
ſes,: but Grace and Truth came by Feſws Chrift,. John.1. 17. eſes under 
God was Political 'Ruler of the Church inthe Wilderneſs, which was the 
- Church. of God. - He commanded them-a Law-to ob- 7: 
Moſes commanded us a Law, ſerye, which he had received from God, with SanQti- 1 
even the nbericance of the Congri- ons of Rewards ard Puniſhments, aſſuring. Happineſs 
| roy f nl Dy hy, to the faithful Obſervers of it, and denouncing God's 
4 5: oY, Curfe and Vengeance againſt the: unfaithful Breakers M 
"FF , of it, - But Moſes being but a meer: Map, and not ' - 
God, being alſo himſelf a Sinner, a'Child of Adam conceived and born | ſl 
in Sin, and by Nature a Child of Wrath even as others, and not ſuffi- 
cient of himſelf, without God's ſpecial Grace, to think a good Thought, 5 ! 
he cquld, not give Repentance ,and Pardon of Sin, and: the Spirit of A- the 
doption, either to himſelf: or,any, other, ; he:could.not by ſupernatural Ka 
Grace write the Divine Law in the Heart of any, -and ſhed abrgad God's o 
ove 


— 
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Love in the Heart, and make it holy : this is utterly above Moſes and 
the Law to do and effeft. For if there had been a Law given, which could 
have \given Life, verily Righteouſneſs ſhould have been by the Law. But the 
Scripture hath concluded all under Sin, that the Promiſe by Faith of Feſus 
Chrift might be given to them that believe, Gal. 3.21, 22. 

10. But now Jeſus Chriſt is not another Moſes, a bare Political Ruler 
and governing Part of God's Church, but he is the Word made Fleſh ; 
that Man in whom dwelleth all the Fulneſs of the Godhead bodily, equal 
m in reſpet of his Deity with the Father and the Holy Ghoſt, the Pur- 

chaſer of the Church with his own Blood ; and he gives Repentance and 


Pardon of Sin, and Perſeverance, and Salvation, to Abel, Abraham, 


= © @@ = VT 


Moſes,: David, Peter, Paul, and the relt of the Ele in all Ages; theſe — Quiz 
6 are the holy Catholick Church, the Myſtical Body of Chriſt, the bleC- n_ 
5 ſed -Qompany: of: all faithfpl Peaple;..and ſo Chriſt is truly all in al, riſtus 


h | which no meer Political: Ruler and governing Part can be. - 1 Cor, 1. 39. A 
1 Col. 3.11, 1 Cor. 12.6. | | + Hit, utran» 


3 


- Bellarm. de Verbs Dei, |. 1. c. 3. 


4 T1. All. found. Writers, all both. Proteſtants and Papiſts a ree,. that 
Ly Political Society, Rule and Government, 1s common to Chriſtians and 
Heathens. For all Political Government is either Monarchical, or Ari- 
ſtocratical, or Democratical. But the Government of God's Church 
of is none of theſe, becauſe all theſe are Forms and Kinds of CivilGovern- 
ment common'te Chriſtians and Heathens, to godly and ungodly Men, 
as all confeſs. But-the Church of God cannot confilt in any thing com- 
o- mon to Chriſtians and Heathens, to godly and ungodly Men, becauſe 
ler K is a Special Society ſubfiſting by the ſpecial Grace of God in Chriſt, 
he and by ſpecial Laws fupernaturally written in the Hearts of all regene- 
jþ. Tate Men, who are the Church of God, the Myſtical Body of Chriſt, a 
1j- ſele&-Society differiog in Kind and Subſtance from all ungodly, faith- 
eſs 1c and impenitent Men, as Light doth from Darkneſs, and Chriſt 
gz from Belza!, and a Man from a Beaſt, and a living Man from a dead 
ors Man- 
= .. 12, Though Chriſt make great uſe of Apoſtles, Prophets, Evange- 
"rn liſts,” Paſtors and Teachers in the Government of his Church, and with- 
fi. out Miniſters ordinarily the Church cannor ſubſiſt ;. yer Chriſt bjmſelf 
ht, 5 ſole Head, Lord and Husband of the whole Church; and every Part 
'A- thereof; only his Voice is to be heard in the Church, for his Shee 
ral \knew his Voice, and follow him and no other, Fobn 10,,4, 52 25.- He 
d's 3) (ol ; 


Moſes novz legs pondere nos premeret, ſed ut jacenes ſub onere legis auxilio gratiz ſublevarer, &c. 
[' 
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"I rothe\end'of the World 3 and 'where two of three are gathered toge- 
j} | _ ther in his Name, there: is he in the midſt of them. And where is 
ably Chriſt the Head, and real Saints his Members by Faith and holy Invo- 
q cation, there is God's Church both Name and Thing. But they who 
| deſpiſe, contemn, and ſhut their Ears againſt the Voice of Chriſt by his 
[ | Miniſters, cannot be ſaid to be gathered together\in Chriſt's Name, bat 
my in their own'Name, © ie! { 
it 13. As in defining a Man, he is not to be defined barely by what is 
r common to a Man and a Beaſt, or to a living end a dead Man :. fo in 
p defining the Church of God, it is not to be defined barely by.. what is 
| common to real Saints and Hypocrites, 'to: ſonnd: and/-unſound Profeſ- 
| ſors. For if you ſo-define- ity -you-leave out- the>principal thing, : and 
{103 that is godly Sincerity, Divine Faith working -by Love, this:being to 
the whole Church, and to every. Part and Member thereof, what the 
; . Soul is to the Body, without which it is a dead Corps.. For be i not 4 
: Rom. 2. Jew, which # one outwardly, neither u that C incu ſtem: which is outward 
28,29. inthe Fleſh: but hes,a Few, which # one inwardly ; and Circumciſion is that 
; - Heart, in the Spirit, and not ws the Letter, whoſe Praiſe is not of Men 
> of God, Hypoctites and unſound Profeſſors, as to external religious 
Order, and Communion in the Word, and Prayer, and Sacraments 
wW pnblickly, are of the Church, but they are not the Church ;, like as they 
| Rom. 9. 6, 7e not all Ifrael, which ave of |ſrael. TITLE bs 2:1 1021903 & 
14. 'Hence it-is" evident that” all thoſe, and only! thoſe; in- a; 
which believing in 'God, the' Fathery the Son, and-the Holy 'Ghoſt;' re- 
penttruly of their Sins, and live juſtly, ſoberly and godly, in of 
eternal Salvation by Chriſt, are eminently God®s Church in-Englevd : for 
theſe dying in the Lord, go to Heaven, where they are for ever Mem- 
bers of the Church Triumphant; although when-chey'were uponRarth; 
they might'by too many be connted and called Schifinaticks, Hereti 
Men nor fit to live, 'and'ufed as the World” is'aceuſtomed to uſe God's 
Holy ones, whom it bates. But God's Judgment andthe World's Judg 
ment do vaſtly differ. And all thoſe in England who are by Profeſſion 
Chriſtjan Pepple, and are void of godly Siricerity and heavenly Regene- 
ratioh, whether rhey' be Proteſtanrs” or Papiſts, Conformilts dv 'Nog- 
conformiſts,” Biſhops or Presbytery, Paſfors or People; Relers br Ruled, 
(thar doth'nat alter'the Caſe) rhey are for the (preſent Children of the 
| Devil, under the 'Wrath and Curſe of God, and hable to eternal-Damna- 
! tion ;/ and thimefore they are no'ſound Members of God's Church, -and 
'- conſe/ 
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Aoth not govern the Church as 4 worldly Monarch and Political Ruler, 
| (" by Biſhops as his Deputies and Lieutenants. But he dwells in the Hearts 
a1" þ of his Saints by-Faith, and is-gractouſly preſent with all his faithfyl ones 


| 
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conſe qyently no ſound Members of God's Church in England ,, they are 


but .equivocally Church-People, as a dead Man may be called a Min, 
and an adulterous Wife a Wife, and a traiterous Subject a Subject ; they 
are but as Chan in Noab's Ark, as Judas among the Apoſtlcs, 2s Tares . 


among the Wheat : They profeſs that they know God, but in Werks they dey 1% 1+ 


bim, being abominable and diſebedient, and unto evgry good Werk reprobate, 
And therefore fuch as ſo die, without heavenly Repentance, moſt ccr- 
tainly goto Hell, and are for ever cut off from God's Church both Mi- 
litant and Triumphant. 

:5- Hence alſo it is evident that the diſtintion of God's Church into 
Univerſal and Particular, Inviſible and Viſible, Ruling and Ruled, Re- 
preſentative and Repreſented, Political and Myſtical, Organized ard 
Uporgantzeds Congregational and not Congregational, Dioceſan, Pro- 
vinciaF National and Patriarchal, as into two or more Kinds, is Athe- 


For as there cannot be two Heads to one Body, ſo there cannot be two 
Radletto 0 Heag.,;; But if the: Church, which is the Body of Chrilt, 


fayr,. a hundred, a thouſand Kinds, and ſo in inflnitum ;, there can. be 
"wad. ap 

and the World, Saints and Infidels. 
16, There-is no ſuch thing as a univerſal Church on Earth, diſtin& 
From, all -particylar Chprches,. For the whole, as ditin&t from all the 
arſs,; is only, Notionaad Conceit, as a Man in the; Moon, or Caltlt in 
the Air, a meer Fiction. - If there ſhould be bere and there a Chriſtian 
by himſelf alone, in ſome Wilderneſs or Cave, remote from all hamane 
Society and Converſe for ſome time, or in a Ship. at Sea among Iafidels, 
or as Damiel in the Lions Den, or Jeremy in the Dungeon, or Foſeph 
ſold, for.a Slave. into Exype amgng Heathens, remote from all Churches, 
he. be inſtar Eccleſie, ;inſtead of a Church:6o himſelf., For God 
n 


bei * fo poſed graciouſly preſent with him, all Wants are made up in 
God; he is all, not as excluſive of Inſtruments, Means, and ſecond 
Cauſes, where they may be had : but where they cannot be had,through 
no fault of ours, but through God's moſt wiſe and holy over-ruliog Pro- 
vidence, and he be graciqu! f with us, and talk with us by the inviſible, 
Operation of his Word an 


Spirit, .and in the. myltitude of our ſad 
”"< puns ""Thonghts 


( 18 ) | 
Thoughts within us delight our Souls with his heavenly Comforts, here 
is God's Church ; This 44 none other but the Houſe of God, and this #s the 
G ate of Heaven, Gen. 28. 17. | 

17. There are Multitudes of particular Churches upon Earth, as the 
Churches in England, in Scotland, in Ireland, in Holland, in Germany, 
and cther Places,- which have particular Guides and Paſtors ſet over 
them, and are diſtinguiſhed one from another by convenient local Bounds 
and Limits, and Diverſity in fome external Modes and Cuſtoms and 
Rites, tho they all agree in the Subſtance and Foundation of true Reli- 
gion. Bence according to Scripture we ſay, The Church of God at 
Epheſi,.the Church of God at, Corinth, the Churches of Galatia, mean- 
ing_a!l the Chriſtian People at Epheſis, all the Chriſtian People at' Cp» 
rinth, and ſo forth. ' But this is'no/proof that: Ged's Church is two, 
Univerſal and Particular : likeas it is no proof that the Body of a Man 
is two Bodies, becauſe it is one Body conſiſting of many-Members ; and 
that England is two Kingdoms, becauſe it is one Kingdom conſiſting of 
many Counties; Cities, Towns ah@& Villages,” ooo 
- 18,” The'Chnrch of God is platti'md*'yilible to ſuch ay believe'the Go- 
Trel, as is" the Sun at N6on:day' to af} that'are hot blind. But who fo 
blind as thoſe that will not ſee ? If Men wilfully' ſhit the Eyes of-their 

Minds by Unbelicf, and calt Darkneſs Light, and Eight Darkneſs, the 
Church of God the Sxndehgls of Satan, and t Symgogue 'of Satan 
the Ehurch;of Cvd, they 7 dccelre themſelves; they catitidt deceive 
him: ,. For tht"PFonnAatior of the Lordl flandert' fare,” baving"thi" Sedt,, The 
Lord knoweth them that are his. And kt every one'that namerh the Name "of 
Cn. anor Sow Spigaity,” 2 Tien 2 tgs fo GS ee 7 EE 

19.” We ſee thoſe Men-and Women, who, are by Profeffion Chriſti- 
ans,, ahd of the Church,” they" are as yiſibl & rnet Fropee uporr 

Farth.” -But rh4t which niakes the (nee: HESRY Moat y before 
God, we fre mr, bit believe; FRO thy Evidency of YHings not feet, 
Heb. ct, 1. Ahd itis'6nly fincere Chrifttans. which are the Church: of 
Gd, fo as to be in a State'of Salvation. Our own godly Sincerity we 

may be infalibly fure of ; the Spiris ze ſelf bearing witneſs with our 3pi it, 

that we are tht Children of G od,” Gf Bins: '-Bbk we'cannor be Jofa bly 
fure of the Sinceriry tof any ether! in patticilar, *peitfer is Cucth Kſy- 
rahce necefary. go fl | eTilfii C133V9 S7fs! - | TILE FIT: 6 SOHC 
20. Again, thoſe who deny- Ordination by Presbyters without' a Bi- 
hop, to be valid, ſuppoſe that God*s Church doth not conſiſt wholly and: 
otity by. the Divine Laws, but partly by the Divine Laws, and partly 
by-Humane Laws, . But this is'2great Erxor, repoguant'to the'Nature 
of God%s Ohvrch or the Church'is not partly tht Clutch of God; 'and' 
partly 
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partly the Church of Man, bur it is abſolutely and entirely the Church 
of God, which he bath urchaſed with his own Blood ;, and therefore it con- AQ.25. 
iſteth by -the Divine Laws only, - not as excluſive of wholſom and uſeful 
Humane Laws ; theſe arc ſubſervient, but they add no PerfeCtion to the 
Divine Laws; they do not, they cannot by themſelves bind the Conſci- 
ence : for the Conſcience of Man cannot be bound ſave by ſomething 
ſuperiour to it, which no humane Law by it ſelf can be. Indeed we are 
bound to be ſubje to the higher Powers, not only for Wrath, but alſo 
for Conſcience ſake, and peaceably to obſerve and conform-to humane 
Laws not repugnant to God's Law. But this Bond and Tie upon the 
Conſcience doth not ariſe from Man's Law, but from God's Law, only 
this is ſuperiour to the Conſcience. The Church is abſolutely and en- 
tirely the Body of Chriſt, his Wife and Spouſe, and not partly the Body 
of Chriſt, his Wife and Spouſe, and partly the Body, Wife and Spoule 
of-this or that Man; or number 'of Men. And therefore ſhe is ro-be 
wholly governed by the Laws of Chriſt her only Head and Husband, 
and by no other. But then the more obſervant ſhe is of Chriſt's Laws, 
and obedient to his Divine Commands, ſhe will be the more obſervant 
of Second-T able-Dutics, and careful to render to all, both Superiours, 
Equals andInferiours; their juſt Dues, and all that lies in her to live 
peaceably with all Men, and to give no'Offence to any ; becauſe all/ 
theſe are Duties laid upon her by the Divine Laws. 
21. The Voice of God's Church, and every part thereof, is, God only Plal. 62. 
is my Rock and my Salvation. Not partly God, and partly Man, Biſhops, 5» 5 
Presbyters, Princes, Parliaments, Convocations, Synods, an Arm of 
Fleſh, humane Laws, 'Canons and Decrees. But God only is my Rock 
and my Salvation, he'isalfufficient, he is all in all ; while we cleave on- 
ly and wholly to him, and obſerve his Laws, and keep in his good Way, 
we are ſafe and happy, no-Evil can befal us, becauſe he is Almighty to 
proteCt and-provide'tor us, and give-us every good thing, and will not 
fail ſoito do. Bat if-we-truſt partly in God, and partly in Man, and 
aſcribe «ny the leaſt part of the Glory, belonging to God and his Law, 
to Manand his Law, and contend that the Being and Well-b:ing of the 
Church, from firſt.to laſt, doth not conſiſt by God's Law only, but 
partly by 'his Law, and partly by Man's Law ; then we are guilty of 
ſpiritual Idolatry and Adultery, we debaſe God, and deify Man 3 we 
make God and'Man coequal and coordinate Cauſes of the Churches Peace 
and Safety both temporal and eternal, which is a tranſcendent Vice, and 
plucks up alltrueReligion by the Roots, and makes God?s Church adul- 
terous, partlyChriſt's Wife, and-partly the Wife of the Pope, of this or 
that humane Law-maker, which Chriſtian Ears cannot bear to hear. 
C 2 22. Again, 
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22, Again, the ſame Adverſaries of the Validity of Ordination by 

Presbyters without a Biſhop, are conſtrained to hold them by. a Popiſh 
diſtiption between the Power.of Order: and the Power of Juriſdiction, 
confeſling that by God's Law the Biſhop and the Presbyter have equal 
Authority as to the Power of Order, but not as to the Power of Juriſ- 
diction. But this Doctrice and Diſtintion God's Law hath nor, and 
therefore it may not be received, . For. the preſent Diſpute doth nearly 
touch that great Article of our Fajth,' The holy Catholick, Church, the Com- 
wuwnion of Saints. And it is a ſure Rule,conſented go by all ſopnd Diyines, 
that as to Articles of Faith, no DoCtrine'or Diftinftion, not contained in 
God's Word, may be admitted. But God's Word hath not this Do- 
Arine and Diſtinttion, but the contrary; it fully aſſures us that the 
Power of Order is all the Power which Chriſt communicated to his Apo- 
{tles and their Succeſlors, it being. abundantly ſufficient, through his 
2racious Aſſiſtance and Concurrence, for the ordering, guiding, gover- 
ning and diſciplining of the Church -unto the end of the World. - And 
what Power of regular Juriſdiction is in Biſhops diſtin from the Power 
of Order, is not Divine, but Humane, from Man's Law, and not from 
God's Law:. And therefore it it ſhould be ſuppoſed that Qrdination 
by Presbyters without a Biſhop is an Error, as being againſt an innocent 
Law of Man ; yet is it not therefore null. and-invakd : for though it 
ought not to be done, yet being onee done, it is firm and valid,. becauſe. 
done by thoſe, who by God*s Law are confelled to have Power to do it, 
being equal with the Biſhop as to the Power of Order; it being very 
zbſurd, and a Contradiction: in adjetto, that thoſe ſhould have Power to- 
order, who have no Power to ordain 3 and that thoſe ſhould have equal 
Power to order, who-have not equal Power to ordain. 

- 23.. Fre it is, that beſides the fixed Paſtors of each particular Church, 
there were in the primitive Times the Apoſtles, as general Overſeers, 
who did uſe to viſit the Churches, and took care of them. ' But this was 
no Act of external Juriſdiftion-diſtin&t from the Power of Order, but 
what may innocently and ſafely be done by an eminent Presbyter quali- 
fied with Gifts and. Graces for the Work,. of his own free accord, ac- 
cording to the general Rules of God's Word. Mr. Fohn Dury a Scotiſh 
Presbyter, in the Reign of King Charles I. made it his buſineſs for thirty 
Vears together, purcly upon a Chriſtian Account, and. of his own free 
Heart, without all colour of external Juriſdictjon, to viſit the tranſma- 
rine Churches Lutheran and Calviniſtical, and by writing, perſonal 
Conierence, and unwearied Travels, to reconcile them touching Prede- 
ſtinati-n, Chriſt's Ubiquity, and the Sacrament; tho the Succeſs was 
not anſ{werable, through the unreaſonable Stiffneſgof the Lutheran Par- 
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ty. And in the Reign of King Charles II. Mr. Thomas Gonge, a Noncon- 
forming Presbyter, did for ſeveral Years together in Perſog -uſe to. viſit 
all the Counties in Wales, purely:upon a Chniſtrat Account, at his own 
Charge, without all ſhew of 'external Juriſditions, haviog,.the Bible for 
his Warrant, and the Glory of ſerving God and doing Good, for his 
Reward, making i his buſineſs to promote Religion and Learning. -An 
Apoſtolical and moſt bleſſed Work, and not without great Succeſs. 
24. True it is, that the DiſtinCtion between Biſhop and.Presbyter is 
| of great Antiquity and. large. Extent. Byt that in.the time of Cyprian | 
it imported more, than with us at this day doth the Diſtintion between 
the Dean and Chapter of each Cathedral Church, between the Warden | 
and Fellows of Manchefter, between the Pariſh-Miniſter and his Curate, 
will not be eaſily proved... .Now all know that all theſe are but one Or- 
der in the Miniſtry, and this [nequality is not at all inconſiſtent with the 
Principles and Pradtice of the Presbyterian Brethren. | 
25. Finally, the great Principle of thoſe of the Church of England, | 
who hold Ordination by Presbyters without a Biſhop to be invalid, is 
this, that to every Church there ought by God's Law to be a Biſhop 
and no Biſhop, no Church ordinarily. Now either they will ſtand to 
this their Principle, or;.they;will;not.. 1f not, then they undo their 
whole. Cauſe, 'and ſtultify: themſelves. If yea, then alſo their Cauſe 
cannot ſtand :' for they will not deny the Pariſh-Churches to be true 
Churehes. But thefe in Exgland are more than: nine thouſand, and the 
Dioceſan Biſhops are but ſome ſix and twenty. Can ſix and twenty 
Men be Biſhops to more than nine thouſand Churches, if to every Church 
there muſt be a+ Biſhop? Either then you muſt grant, thatithe Pariſh- 
Churches are not true-Churches,and then Separation from them is a Duty, 
and you yield the Cauſe to the Browniſts: Or, if you admit them to be 
true Churches, upon your own Grounds you- muſt needs yield that the 
ſeveral Pariſh:Miniſters, who are but Presbyrters, are as:true Biſhops as 
they.are Cburches;, and then Ordination by them. without a, Dioceſan, 
muſt needs be valid ; and Dioceſan Biſhops are no. Biſhops ,of God's 
making. - This then is the Iſſue of the Matter, that the Pariſh-Migiſters 
who are but Presbyters, are Biſhops of God's making, and Dioceſan 
Prelates are Biſhops of Man's making, | 
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The Nullity of all external Juriſdiftion in the Church, not 
| derived froni, and dependent on the State. 1 


I, Ef cannot be external Juriſdition without external Supremacy, 
For all Juriſdition doth neceſſarily mport a Supream, -in whoſe 
Sentence and Deciſion all contending-Partics are to acquieſce, and. from 
whom there can be'no Appeal. , Therefore there cannor beexternal Ju- 
riſdition without external Supremacy. - Now under-God allexternal 
Supremacy is in the State. Let every Soul be ſubjeft unto the higher Powers, 
Rom. 13. 1. that is, thoſe who bear the Sword, as is afterward declared, 
ver, 4. and the Context plainly ſhews. 'S»bmit your ſelves to every Ordi- 
nance of Man for the Lord's ſake : whether it be to —— ar ſupreme ;, ov 
unto Governours, 4; 'wnto them that are ſent -by him for the Parniſhnent: of 
Evil-doers, . and for the Praiſe of them that do well: 1 Pet. 2. 1 3z1 Here- 
with agrees the old Oath of Supremacy, and the 37th Article of the 
Church of England, unanimouſly ſubſcribed by the Epiſcopal and Preſ- 
byterial Clergy. OIDHHY = 
2. To ſet up a contrary external Juriſdiction and Supremacy- in the 
Church, is to'overthtow the Nature of the Church, 'and to undermine 
the State, and to act contrary to the Example of Chriſt and his Apo- 
ſtles, and to imitate that Mar of Sin, the Son of Perdition, who oppoſeth 
andexalteth himſelf above all that ts called God, or that is worſhipped. 2 Thell; 
2. 33 4+ = F , . ; 4k 
- 3. Chriſt himſelf, conſidered 'as Man; -in the Days of his Fleſh, and 
State of Humiliation, 'had no external Juriſdiction ; he exerciſed none, 
he claimed none, but diſclaimed it, ſaying, My Kingdom «not of #his 
World, John 18. 36. Man, who maide me a Fudg, or a Divider over you ? 
Luke 12. 14. It belonged [not to him to exercife-external:Jurifdiction, 


- but'ro bes Hiriter of the Cireumeiſion forthe Truth of God, 'te_gorifirm 1he 


Promiſer "made umo the Fathers, Rom. 15.8; He came notto be miniftved 
unto,” but to' miniſter, and'to give his Life a Ranſom for many, Mat. 20. 28. 
And-therefore «in Obedience-to-God, and our of Love to us, -he owned 
and ſubmitted to the Juriſdiftion of the Roman Preſident in Fudea;, He 
humbled himſelf, and became obediext unto Death, even the Death of the Crof, 
for a Pattern to all his Followers and Diſciples, and to ſhew that his 
Kingdom was not of this World : Phil. 2. 8. Jobn 19. 11, 1 Pet.2.21. 

4. All external Juriſdiftion is neceſſarily either ſupreme or ſubordi- 
nate. But Chriſt, conſidered as Man, in his State of Humiliation, had 
neither. Not ſupreme : for if you ſuppoſe him to have external ſu- 
preme 
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preme Joriſdition, you make him a meer Man, a worldly Monarch, the 
ſame for Kind with Ceſar, and then he is not the true Meſſias. Not ſub- 
ordinate :- for if you ſuppoſe him to have external ſubordinate Juriſ- 
diction, ſo alſo you make him a meer Man, a worldly Deputy and Lieu- 
tenant, the ſame for Kind with Pate, having all his Power from Ceſar, 
and then he is-not true Chriſt. 


5. The Apoſtles of Chriſt renounced all manner of external. Juriſdi- 
Qion, as well knowing that che Dsſciple is not. abaue- bis Maſter, nor the, 


Servant above his Lord, Mart. 10. 24+ Chriſt as Man, 1a his State of Hu-, 
miliation, having no external Jurifdiftion, he could communicate-none 


to his Apoſtles. After his Reſurrection he fays to them, As my Father, 
hatb:ſent., me, even ſo ſend 1 youg [gbn- 29. 21, Non-the Farber ſent. 

cd with. 
bility Fl 
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Chriſt .as- May, in bis State of Humiliation, compſealy ph 
ſpiritual Wiſdom, Grace, Holineſs, Power, Author Ap A 
the'Work of the Miniſtry, ;but without all exterval Jurildiction, it no 
way ſuting with ihis Periog and ape The ape S; arape ——y 
ſelves, with Miniſterial Avt ority, as Stew ds of tae, My ICaries 9: God,, 
ker erent Jan difign's Nor fork qe han g £1271 0 
Eaith, 2 Cort; 244 They had ho DOR EE the. Faith and C 
ſciences of God*s People, neither over their Bodies, nor Oyer their Souls, : 
and therefore:noexteroal Juriſdiction. | DE ONE: 

- 6; Hence the A Paxl, in. a Point of Controverſy hetween him 


and rhe Ic Kan [eta ligien, who proſecuted higa before. 


ane bf the Rottan:Lieutenants in. fares, jultly, appealed to. Ce/gr, as un- 
der Gotli fote Supream aver; Paul and þi 
Empites 2s to external Juriſdiftion, As 25. 11, ; 

7. King Solomon did rightly indepoſing the High-Prieſt Abiatkar for 


his Crimes, and ſetting Zadek, a worthy Man, in his room, 1,Kivgs 2. 


2632-3035-:;\. Whidh chad no heen Joſtifable, if fbiarber, had had ,fu-  - 
Fonifen ee 3g taack an ale 


prenje.and independent Power agd Juri 
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ber'yoreſt#tem; one ſupreme ad independent Power can have no Autho-- - _ 


rity over another equally ſupreme and independent. | 
$8. Church and State are irply diſtinct; but they are not two indeper- 
_—_—_ ———_—_ . Lada Fogel the Body of Chriſt, 
wholly; deperided6 an bim:as £6; inmary: ſpiri er. and Jpriſdicti 
and wholly dependent- on the State as to cm _ an hh 
on, ' Whilſt: he keeps ber ſelf thus humble, lowly. and dependent, ſhe 
is glorious: in the ſight-of God, the Gates of Hell cannot; prevail againſt 
her,” ſhe is ſafe and quiet from fear, pf Evil., .. But when once the affects 
tn:be:independenty rand alles to. her {61 ſougreiga. Power over, Mens 
Souls tail Qobſcicncesiayardly end, is grome 4d: fiirinuelia, over Mens 
| Bodies, 
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Bodies, Eftates atd Civil: Liberties, outwardly,” ſhe becomes Papal'ard 
Antichriſtiati, the Synagogue of Satan, 'and not the Chiirch'of God; * © 
g. We read of an'Aſſembly-and Conſultation of the Apoſtles; and Preſ- 
byters, and Brethren at Feruſalem about Circumciſion, As 15,” and of 
Decrees ordained by the Apoſtles and Presbyters there, Aﬀs 16,4. But 
we read of no external Juriſdj&tjon exercifed inthis Aﬀſembly,' here was 
ro Prefidenit bur Chriſt,” no' Moderator but" the Holy Ghoſt +. Here was 
Order, Deceticy, - Minffterial Authority, Wiſdom, Holineſs, the Pre- 
ſence of Chriſt exerciſing inward ſpiritual Juriſdiction in the Souls of the 
Apoſtles themſelves, and the reſt of the Aſſembly, -and awing their Con- 
ſciences inwardly with his Feat, 'but gxternal Juriſdition there was not 
any. Wf indeed Ceſar had prefided'#t- Perfon, 'as vnce Conſtamine did'in 
the'Cotiocil'pfNe, or if he hat Gepiitell forme Agent or Lieutenant to' 
ptefide'in his'Narke arid Stead; "and to give Imperial SanRtion ro the De- 
crees, ; eg fro ould hive been external Juriſdiftion exerciſed : bur 
there being no:ſuch Santtion, there could be no external Juriſdiction, ir 
was an ore mbly;” wherein Chriſt was graciouſly preſent' by-the: 
Jo oF A Vord and Spirit;-but 116/JuridicaCourt,' ! -- 

! Me. Stefy; an*efaitierit Alſerter of the Presbyterian. Wayiin.Som-\ 

land; in'bis Aris Rod, Book 2. chap. 6: in'the Contents of the Chap» 
ter, .confeſſeth, . That if Princes and Magiſtrates be the-Officers of - Teſts 
Chriſt the Mediator, it will do much in the Deciſion of the Eraſtian Contro- 


T'21, 22,23. ruleth over all the Angels, 4nd over a ExrrhlyPrinces ati Magi 


| , |Cegiminis tyre Cahnot know 'Jefus Chriſt”64f.. dediator ; yet: they are boand'! to 
| | Ai. p4 know God, and to glorify him as God),' to be juſt, and'torule in the 
||, 1-3 Fear of God, to be godly themſelves, and-all that in them lies to pro-- 

F of Ln mote Godlines in their Dominions and Juriſdictions, to protect the 
| neſoſChr;ft Good, and be a Terfqr't6' the Wicked ; parcere iſulgeftss; & debellare 


j 


SO SAGA: 


| diator. © \ 

ſtracy, as it hath done many a time + yet it cant in an ordinary way 
mh ſubſiſt without a Magiſtracy : for without Mapitreey Humane Society 
| cannot ſubſift ;' there will be no Order} ro Goverment; 'no Reſtrainr 
il of Sin 3 Mankind will not be'a Society, -but'a Rourof lawleſs, 'belluioe; 
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p-43 ſuperb, Now'in theſe rhing3/conMteth/ be Kingdom of Chriſt our Me- | 
12. Tho the Church on Earth 'can fubſiſt without a Chriſtian Magi- 
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and unfoverned Men. No Society,: no Ecelefraſtical Society, ard cdh- 
ſequenely 90 Church. Therefore: Jeſus Chriſt oirr Mediator, and God — = 
in and by him, -is the Author of Mdgiftracy, as" thing Yety uſeful for - © 
the Good of ManKind in general; and of the Chorch Militant in ſpecial. 
And- therefore thoſe do greatly miſtake, who hold that Magiſtracy t3 
but an Accident'to the Church ;- quod potefF- adefſe vel aheſſe-abſque ſubjetts 
interitc, 214 IO $0 DNA oo + OSA oh | ; 
- 1\14.. The Goſpel may be take two ways, ſtriftly ard Targely. Taken 
frictly,: fo it means God's Gift of Chriſt, and Life eternal in him, to all 
the Ele&-throngh Faith ; and thus Princes and Magiſtrates have not their 
Authority by the Goſpel. Conſidered largely; ſo it comprizeth the 
phinciples} Rules'and Maritts of Natural-'Relivion, common to us and 
Hearhens, and whatſoever is vfefal to Hymane'Sociery, and to the uþhotd 
of Order, Godtineſs, and true Religion arrong Men ; and thns Princes 
and Magiſtrates have their whole Office and Anthority by the Goſpel. 

14: Tho under Chriſt oar Mediator the Prince hath Imperial, Inde- 
pendent, - and Sypreme Power over all in his Dominions, as to coercive 
Rule by the Sword ;\ yet Rill he is'ender Chriſt the Mediator, and ac- 
countable'ts tim,-who is King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, and art the 
great Day will" ſit in Jodgment npon all the Princes and Potentates of 
the Earth, and the Good he will adjudg unto everlaſting Joy, and the 
Wicked unto everlaſting Fire. 

15. Dr: Parker, afterward Biſhop of Oxford, in his Book of Religion 
and Loyalty, py; 1.79.23; Frys, Tt i but  ernde 'Expreſſion (not to call it 
profient, Wecanfe tt i# fo 'conmen by tiſfonnary Miſtake ) to affirm, that Kings 
are Supreme Governonrs unter Chiift. They are, and ever were ſo under God, * WM: 1 
but ſo as to be ſuperionr to Chriſt, us C wiſh is Head of bis Church within their DOuga's 
Dominion : for «« 'Head of hrs Church, he ever owned himſelf ſubjef to they, 21. 
Temporal Powers, There are others * who hold. the Kingdom of Chriſt 4#Peg 
to'be'rwofold; one as he is God, and another as he is Mediator. Theſe 8 
are great 'Errots: os oo” 

16. As Chriſt-is but one Perſon, the Word made Fleſh, one Jmmanuel, my ; 
in whom dwelleth all the Fulneſs of the Godhead bodily ; ſo the King- _ 
dom of Chriſt 'is but one, ruling over the who!e World in general, for 
theGood: of Militant Saints in fpecial. © And tho Chriſt as Man, in the 
Days bf! his Fleſh, andin hisState of Hymiliation, owned himſelf ſubject | 
ts theTemporal Powers ; yet as now he is, and ſince his Aſcenſion hath | 
been ini his State of Exaltation at God's right Hand in Glory, he is, hath' 
been, and ever will be Superior to all Temporal Powers. Ir is Chriſt 
poepoſed \to- be-Mediator,/ who raiſed np Moſes, Joſhua, David, Cyrus, 
Alexander the Greaty and the reft of Kings and Princes under the Old 
Jas D Teſta- 
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> {Icſtament, and was the Author of Magiſtracy: then : and it is the ſame 

s Chriſt, who being Mediator, according to his eternal Purpoſe, raiſed up 
IT> Veſpaſian, Tit, Trajan, Conſtantine; Charles the Great, Q, Elizabeth, 

\ -and the reſt of Kings and Princes ſince his Aſcenſion, and who is the Au- 

Fo thor of Magiſtracy under the New Teſtament. Tho the Mediator be 
" Man, yet not a mere and bare Man, but that Man in whom dwellcth all the 


| h Fulneſs of the Godhead bodily, Col. 2. 9. And he only is Mediator. 
ni 17, Bp Andrews holds but one Place wherein external Eccleſiaſtical Ju- 
If riſdittion is founded, and that is Adat.18. 17. Tell it wnto the Church : but 
W.: if be negleft ro hear the Church, let him be unto thee 4s an Heathen Man, By 
 Þortura theſe Words be ſuppoſeth the major Excommunication appointed of 


[ "orti,Þ.41 Chriſt. De exteriore foro bs. agitar ; exterioris fors juriſditiio, iIlo, neealis 
| lece fundata ejt ; there Chriſt treats of the exteriour Court; the Juriſdi- 
We tion of the exteriour-Court is founded in that Place, and ro other. 

{| | errihoc 418, But herein Bp Azdrews contradicts himſelf, and the unanimous 
! _ 1 Judgment-of all ſound Divines, who hold it for a fure Axiom, that the 
— Precencs Golp: 1 doth not make void, but eſtabliſh Civil Order and Government, 


| 
il / omni- founded in Nature and Natural Religion, common: to us and Heathens. 
| 


+ 233 Non Chriſt came not to alter, unhinge, and overthrow the mutual Ties and 
#| > venifſe Offices of Hu:band and Wife, Pareats and Children, Maſter and  Ser- 
| | briſtum, nr, Prince and People , but rather by his Example, and the Effuſion 
22 of his Grace upon his Diſciples and Followers, to render them more ſa- 
M1 rum fu- cred and tnvielable. But how can this confiſt with his (i Inftitu- 
| Es erat, tion of a new exteriour Court, and a new exteriour Juriſdition- in the 
11/7 'do vel Church, ſuperiour to, and not dependent upon the State? For ſuch s 
| prurzgcl new exteriour Court, Supremacy and Juriſdiction, is plainly Papal, in- 
| ©] jinver. conſiſtent with, and repugnant to the ſupream Authority of [Kings and 
i "Fer, vel Princes, and Sovereign Cavil Rulers, in their ſeveral Territories and 
F reerct: Dominions, | 
# 8 19. And therefore it is evident, that in theſe Words, Toll it wnto the 
«| ha Church; but if he neglelt to bear the Church, let bim be unto thee as an Hea- 
j redde. then Man, Chrilt inſtituted-no exteriour Court, no exteriour Juriſdicti- 


| |. 14.i6. 00 in the Church. But this is one of thoſe Divine Rules which concern 
| þ 43+ the inward Court of the Heart, and the Juriſdiftion of Chriſt there : for 
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cicty of obllinate and unreformable and incorrigible Sinners, and to put 
a due difference b<tween the Precious and the Vile, Penitent and Impe- 
nitent Ones, to uſe their beſt endeavour privately and publickly to draw 
a ſcandalous Erother to Repeutagce and holy Amendment ;, and if after 


this and the like holy Rules and Laws he doth by ſupernatural Grace 
write in the Hearts of God's Elect, who are his Church, the Myſtical 
| Body of Chrilt, and thereby doth teach and enable them to ſhun the So. 
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; ( 27) 
all, he will not be amended, to leave him to God. $So that this whole 
Precept concerns the Conicience and inward Man, and the ſovereign Ju» 
riſdiftion of Chriſt over the Heart inwardly, and doth not at all con- _ 
cern external Juriſdiction, nor give any colour for. the founding of a 
new external Tribunal, and external Juriſdiction in the Church, ſupe- 
riour to Civil Supremacy, and the Authority of ſovereign Princes z no 
ſuch Thought could come into Chriſt's Hearr. 

20, Finally, all Juriſdi&ion is neceſſarily either ſpiritual and internal, 
or temporal and external. Spiritual and internal Juriſdiction is the ab- 
ſolute Prerogative of Chriſt, and of God in and by him, and is not 
communicable to any meer Creature. Tho Chriſt make = uſe of Bi- 
ſhops, Paſtors and Miniſters in his Church , yer he himſelf is ſole Head 

| of it, and ſole Lord and King of the Conſcience and inward Man. He 

' dwellsin the Hearts of his People by Faith,” and all both Angels and Men 
owe abſolute Subjetion to him, and to his ſupreme Juriſdiction, for the 
everlaſting Good of Milicant Saints. Temporal and external JuriſdiQti- 
On is com ed by Chriſt to ſuch-in- each Nation as bear the Sword, 
and are ſupreme Governours under him : and fo what external Juriſdi- 
ion is regularly exerciſed by any in the Church, is not from Chriſt, 

; bur from theState; and therefore the Juriſdittion of all the Eccleſiaſti- | 
cal Courts .in Englend, is not by Divine, but Humane Law, dependent | 
on the and Parliament. And all Proteſtant Divines agree, that *'- 
Jeſus Chriſt the Medintor is Author of .Magiſtracy ; but many of them, : 
I-confeſs; hold; that he-is-nort ſous he is Mediator, but «- he is God. Do | 
burſer aide this-one very little word &, and we are all agreed againſt ** 
Arians, Socinians, and all other Impugners of Chriſt's Deity and ſu- | 

preme Aathority. 
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*j The Bi ops are not Spiritual,” but Civil and Temporal Lords, 
and their (ourts. accordingly Civil and Temporal ( ourts. 


I, bow they are Civil 28d Temporal-Lords is evident, for that they 
' & are made Lords. by the-King and'State, 'as truly as the 'Tempo- 


earthly King or State can make a'Spiritual Lord,. none but God andthe 
Lord Jeſus Chrift can-do thats; | 

- 2; ' The Office of! a Biſhop, as the Office of an Apoſtle, is common-tq 
a Peter and a J«4as, tO -gadly:and- ongodly Mens | But nothing com» 
mon to godly and ungodly. Meng; canibe a ground: of ſpiritual Lordſhip 


\} Slave, a Slave of Sing, a Bondſlave of Satan. And as noMan can inthe 

4 ſame inſtant, be both. alive and dead,; both, godly. and, wpgodly 3 ſoican 

2h Do Man [ia the ſame inſtans þe- beth. 2 ſpiricuel-Lock-and-a ſpiritual 

© Slave, /becapſe they are comradgyarily;oppobbe.1: >; | 
i 


| $344; et 1.944 
3. Spiritual Lordſhip :and-Domigjon-is founded in theavenly-Grace; 


Y ?v.I. 5,6. H 

Wl 5- 28: Prieſts unto Gody There woither Jew not Greek; thers M0. neinber Bind-aot 
\ Frey, there #, nejther Malengr) # for they, are-all: one in Clyiit-Tefwi 
"Cor. 3. All things are theirs,. wheeber Paul, or: Apolios; or Cepbas;i 1 the Warkdg:or 
8:22223- Life, or, Death, or things preſent, -0r things to come \, all ane theirs; | 


h 
i 
t are ſpiritual Lords, not becauſe they are Biſhops, but becauſe they are 
| godly, in common with all other godly Men : But if they. be ungodly 
vi Men, then they cannot be ſpiritual Lords. 
S 4+ Biſhop Bonner and Biſhop Gardiner, in the Reign of Queen Mary, 
'} were, Civil and Temporal Lords,. made and upheld by the State ane 
"0 ſo now are the Popiſh Biſhops in France : and Cisil Honour is due to 
4) them,. as to any other Temporal Lord made and upheld by the State. 
| But ſpiritual Lords they are not, but ſpiritual Slaves, lorded over by 
baſe and impotent Luſts, becauſe they do like the Idolatrous Worſhip- 
pers in J1frael in the time of the. Prpphet Ehkjab, who did halt between 
God and Baal; ſo do the Popiſh Biſhops, they join Idolatry with the 
Werſtipot the true God, and adhere to, and confederate with the An- 
q tichriſtian Biſhop of Rome ag2inſt God's true Church and People : and 
if thoſe Words of-the Apoſtle may be truly applied to them ; Their Feer 


are 


' ral Lords, thoſe I mean who really are fo, and are ſo called. Bux no- 
and Dominion : becauſe every 'ungodly Man, while ſuch -is 4 ſpiritual. 
if 2nd in ſpiritval Worth and; Merit. ;. And thes all godly. Men and godly- 


Women are ſpirirual Lords, in;ſuch fart as they are ſpiricual-Kings:and 


tl | 
4 x Chriſt's, and Chriſt s God's. So that if Biſhops be godly/Meny then they 
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(29) wy 
are {aift to (wed Blood © Deftruttion and Mifery are. in their Ways, an 


Way of Paase hawe they nov. known | There 16d Fran of God kefare ther ry 
And if ſuch Menbe {piritbat Lords; then L confeis & know abt what ip» 
ritual Lordſhip.and Dominion is. 


5. Chriſt at his Aſcenſion gave 'ſome, Apoſtles ; and ſome, Prophets ; Eph4-1 


and. ſome, Evangeliſts , and ſame, Paſtors and Teachers. * But none of y 


theſe, . in reſpect of-rheir Office- and Calling, 'were-ſpiritual Lords, -but 
Miniſters of the Goſpel) appointed: and-giyen. by\Chriſt>for che Fork, of 
che Miniſtry ;, whichris 2 thing very gifferent from lording\\over-God's 
Heritage, plainly forbidden by the Holy Ghoſt, 'r Per. x. 3: 

6. God bath ſer ſome: 1w\the Church, firſt: Apoſiles, ſecondarily Prophets, 1 Cor. 1 
thirdly Teachers. By which it is plain thatthedApoſties.arc the chiefeſt 6 
Miniltery Inqthe' Church and ſo acknowledged byulls Biſhops cannot be 
ſuperidur vo-chem: 'Þubche-Apoſtlies were not Spiritial Lords inrefpect 
of their Offite. |: £#t 4\antyfo kcrounrof 95) ar of rh dinifters of Chriſt,  <7-4 
and Stewards af tbe Myfterier:of Ged, and: not as of fpititual Lords. ' And 


and 6 amfibacthey avere ſpitirnal Lords; then they'maſt 
ndeds hams Neminion over-ourBanh, 1and-be:LorGds and Maſters 'of' it-nv 
1c thaw/Chrift- >0ad Lo 4) awFlod; vo Baptiſt; Epii. Þ $1 To us 
O©hriſtiansthere/is bar: one: Leral Fejav CbrifF,'r Cov. 8. 6, whois the (ole 
Lord and Maſter of onr faith, ns being the Author and Finiſter thereof, 
At anlagot01 26 37 334i300 16A GL ID : a) PN! 

7: Bbjahbeinga Man:of:GodyraneminenmPropbetz and a Perſon-of 
extr amdinztyi NateiandsRepown owith? al G6ds:Peopte in H/riel; be- 
cauſerofſhisextrabodinary Worth; therefore pbdbObadiab did wall in 
payer extraordinary civil Reverence and Honour : ' for he 
Fell ax bn 


mas marei/than-brdinarpWorthip and Reverence, and yet: it was but 
Civil.. For if it had been more than Civil, no doubtburt _ would 
haverrefiiſed-inzi 4nd hetked? bim for it dike as Peter did Corbeliue; and 
theiAngel Joker. | | i tf 0 bh is ” | 208 
1B. When Cornelaw met the Apoſtle -Peter, and fell down at bis Feet, 
and worſbipped bim, as though 'he-had» been a ſpiritual Lord, and more As 104 
_ Man, PEI _— and refuſed -—_ kind 2525 
; aging, | and wo, 1 wy elf alſo am a Mani. i: Sb. when thi 
pack mr en wy Jelf alſe Ml n/ the 
him, faying, See thou. do it not, for I am: thy fellow-Servant : —— worſhip 
God. ':Thereby plainly intimating, that Religious and:Spiritual Wor- 
ihip1s duete.nanebut God, and that more than- Civil Worſhip and Re- 
Terence.may nouhe. given tothe higheſt Angel, ro-the moſtinoble Crea- 
| 4 ture, 


agen thut,me bneve Damizion- pvir your ®dich,./ But if in reſpect *<2-1-24 
thei 


"nd ſaid to. Elijab, ' Arr thou that my Lord Elijah ? This * wy 


to worſhip befare the Feet of th#' Angel; the forbad m—_ 


F 
2z 


2 
5 


| 
r 


: 
- 


: 


—- - 


m__ --1 = | ( ) 
\% : RW go 
: a 


: 


: 


>; -pere, as being but our Fellaw-Servant, 'and not God. .- But if Biſh 
# -" were; in reſpect. of their" Office »Spiritual:Lords;” then we lhoald be 
— boundto adoretheni as God, and:as the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who is true 

. God, equal with the Father ; which would be {dolatry. 
9. Our Saviour-perceiving this Sin of Papal Lording over God's He- 
ritagr, . to:.be creeping in among the Apoltles, preſently called them unto 


11> 


dt 29227226- gopribemi;, anditbey. that are greaty exerciſe: Ambirity" upon them, Bur it 


ard to give bis Life a Ranſom fer mary. w 4H - aviaing 
ro. Dr. Gr. Williams, ' in; his Book of the True Church, p. 89g. holds 
that rbeſe Words of Chnilt: da metit plainly prove aSaperiarity and Imferierity 


bur that the Apoltles were bound to ſtrive with holy Emulation to excel 
oneanother in inward Heavenly Graces and Vertues, in Faith, in Hope, 
in Love, in Humilicy; [in Meckne(s and Lowlinefs of ' Mind; [ad labour- 
ing in the Word and Doctrine for the: Canverfion of Souls, andthe lo- 
largement of God's\Churth -by the Increaſe of. Believers : like as the 
Apoltle Pas! did exceed) and go beyond' all the other Apoſtles in' Mini- 
ſerial Labour. and Diligence, bimſelf:truly ſays, 1 labonred' more abun- 
dantly than they all, 1 Cor; 15. 10. But nothing can be — than 
thar Chriſt in the forementioned Words doth-abfolutely.forbid the Apo- 


over one another : for they were all equal in Office, nin the 
Miniſtry, Fellow-Apoſtles ; no ane was: Pope and Monarch over the 
reſt, neither might be. -- | | | | 


Worth and Goodneſs, then they would be Spiritual Lords while they 
are but Presbyters, and before they'are made Biſhops : For firſt they 
are Presbyters, . which the Advocates for Prelacy ſuppoſe to be an 
Order or Degree in the Miniſtry .inferiour to a Biſhop.” Now it is plain, 
that what inward ſpiritual Worth and. Goodneſs' is 1n the new+made Bi- 
ſhop, ic was in him. before he was Biſhop, even whilſt he was a Presbyter. 
But no one did repute bim a Spiritual Lord while he was but a Presbyrer, 
though he was a good and worthy Man. His afſu of the Epiſco 
Office adds no inward ſpicitual Worth and Goodneſs" to his Soul; it be- 
ing but a thing common to worthy-and unworthy Men. Mr. Prideaux 
| in 
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| |} Vat.20.25-bim, -and ſaid,' Te know that 1he: Princes of the Gentiles exerciſe Dominion | 
ſhall notohroſo among you; but whoſarver will be. great among you, let bim be | 


": your M:nifter ; and whoſoever will be chief among you, let him be your Ser- | 
1.9 vant, Even as the Son of Man came not to be muniftred unto, but to minifter, | 


among theſe Eccleſiaſtical Governours. Indeed theſe Words do not hinder + 


—_— x" 


ſles all- Lording and Domination -over-.oneianother, all Striving and ' 
Competition for" Eccleſiatical Rule;' Authority 'and> Jariſdiftion-over * 
one another, all AﬀeRation, Claim and Exerciſes of. ial Power 


1. If Biſhops were Spiritual Lords, in reſpe&t' of inward ſpiritual | 
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( 31 ) | 
in his IntrodaQtion for reading all ſores of Hiſtories, pag.. 67. divides. 
the Biſhops of Kome jato ſeven Ranks, 32. gopd Biſhops, 33 tolerable 

Archbiſhops or Patriarchs, 38, uſurping Nunrods, 40 luxurious Sodo- 
mites, 40 Egyptian Magiclans, 41 devouring Abaadons, and 20 incura- 
ble Babylonians. 

- 2. It is then plain, that Lord-Biſhops are ſo by Humane Law, and 
not by Divine Law z ;they-are. mage. by Man, and not. by God ; their 
Office, Power. and Authority,. as they are. Loxd-Biſhops, is Humane, 
and not Divine ; 1 ſay not that. ic is- unlawful, but that ic is not Divine ; 
many: things: are lawful, which yer are 'not Divine : as the Offices of 
Conſtables, Head-Conſtables, Sheriffs, Mayors, Lord-Chancellors, and 
Keepers of the Great Sea), arc; all lawful , agd yet.they are not Divine 
and Evangelical, but Humane gnd-Civil, | 

13. Lord-Biſhops, beigg but Civil and Temporal Lords,. of Man's 
makingz their Courts. cannot be! Spiritual Courts, but only Civil and 
Temporal. By Permiſſion'of the King and Parliament, they hold their 
Courts, not expreſly'in the Kipg's Name, but in their own Name. Yer 
are they neyertheleſs, but /Cixil and cFempora:-Gonrts, deriving their 
Authority. from, and dependent on; the King, and Parhament, which 
nodes Dad arenhe jeſt Judicature in this Nation, from whom there 
lies no Appeal ſave to God. But-there. lies' an- Appeal from the higheſt 
Ecclefiaſti Sd an Hom the Noe i” oy Res ___ 4 nnquapre The 
conrary.Do&trine brings in. foreign Juriſdiction, -and ſets, up the Papa- 
cy,;and is deſtru&ive;both ofiChurch, and Stare.  ' | ow _ 
14. Many of the Nobility.avd Gentry of Ezelene, and others of the 

FOourts, not expreſly in the King's Name,: but in their own 

Setpo one doubts but that they are Civil 2nd Temporal 
Fom, and dependent on the Crown ;. and there lies an 
dm them to a ſuperiour-Civit Court, -/ | 


Is Law. withn 
IEnore T5 pertaining” 
to this Life, nd-[c: fe ſome jndicious and underſtanding Ehriſtian 4 
an Umpire or Anpitrator,. for the ending and decidiog of their litigious 
Cauſes about: worlety;Matters x-which contiguing. for ſome hundreds of 
Years ynto the Reigy of Conſt arrive the firſt Chyiſtian-Emperos, .it is ve- 


ry 
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Nitutioh) wirhout 3 eternal Juriſdiftion:. n 


not of every Part. '*Confidered” as's King, ſo he hath no more Power 


it” 
--T0 eye andthe Bord's eoſed by hin, s Divine, #n# ne 

HuMatie'W firdtion3. "Gs gs — Jong" with the* 
Piecthet yk ful 3 whereby 
iewill evidence if {elf $956 fride,' ahY 8Y62tOl Rich! as be-) 
lieve4 it will tothe be th FN WH ot Bf and the reſt who 
do not — > f2nd condemned 'by4Gt;abdtforay be, —__ 
Falin;-trew bIe'y ts ag/Bbl OR; the Savoy | 
Peach unto DDEHHirice: eh Vere ne; Moog th MAHt; as ſole Bord 

of 
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2 ( 32 ) 
kely that: he Kr ei andtion tyhfirmhed the aforeſaid Apo- | 
| y 6f che Pfidiftive Churthes ending and de-' | 
ciding their Suits abontr' Neuer Matters,” purſuant to, 'and gronnded on 


ical Decree;*an 


the ſame; and -did enlarge and add to it,'and ſo madeit an Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Court, and called it the Biſhops Court, and the Judg thereof the Bi- 
ſhops Chancellor, or. the Chan aefor. of the EcclefraſticaF Court. Bur 
before this SafiQtion by theEmpcror; it was no-Ectleſtaſtical Court, nei- 
ther had' itany Fecleſtftiba? Furlfdition ; zit #sQnly a pfudencial Iit- 


16, TheKing of England is by God's Grace a Chriſtian King. Being 
ſo, he muſt needs be a'Chriſtian ;, and, as ſuch; he is a Member of God's 
Chufch in Engbetd,ineomiibn with all other Chriſti Peoplettereit 3; 
and he is no more, he is not Heal thereof * *for'only'ChiHt 'is/ Feed of” 
God% Church' id Figtend; likes 'he is folt Head of tb whole@harch 
on Earth; itbeing a Contradiction to be ſole Head of the whole, and' 


and Juriſdiftion over the penn ay = s aule, than pres ene have if 
he: were' a Heathen King 3 ge and” 


add to'his Regal Power; barony quay poſing'h Gong W 
ly, with Grace and Tpiritual Wit doin, to Fo ED No 
_— which a Heathen King cannot: 

- The King is ſole Supreatn,' viider God ond Chrit the Mediator, 
oer LL the Pouls ir the Nation, as to' toetrciveRile e'$word'; 'yet 
is he limited by fundamentHfl'Lows/ :whereby the Rights of Ttinks and” 


People matually*confiſt, #nd Whity he RA t6®dbſerye. 
But all bis Power” is only CiyIl/ and 'Ternporal, and 


differ in kind frem fe yk the Fountain: ' | 

1$: The King apg'R wilf meekly "eo eeveronrly i a 
common presbyter* or Mihiſter preach theGoſpe), and'be' awed by the” 
Word: in his'Mouth ths Word-of God, wy not the Wort of Man,; 
though Man wy Preacher'; and &y will reverently 6wn 
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therefore he can'grant'no Spiritual Joriſdiction, "h6 : Spiri-' }* 
-tnal Office. For no'Efﬀect can exect its Cauſe, Nell | | 
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C33 ) 
-of the Conſcience, doth. by: the Midnry of 2-weak Man, a C0... 
Presbyter, exerciſe Spiritual Lordſhip and Juriſdiction over the King, 
and all the Lord: and CO inwardly, in cach one*%s Boſom, over 
ſuch /as are good willingly and in, Love, over ſuch as:are wicked againſt 


their, Will : for if wicked ones might have their Will, they would cal 


be more God, and lord over him-at "hkir pleaſure. 


Taw 
ne it-is not. But ce Eran elical $ Rn coliting 

d Pre: S the Goſpel to diſpenſe the Sacraments, to la- 
pharny == to p the Flock of Chriſt, and 
the | vg World 3 this Evangelic - Mini- 
2. 206 , Is not Humane, 

| iritual and Superna- 
Tha 7 the Word of God, 
1 not ect for Jeſus Chriſt who 
p God, King of: Kings, and Lord of 
We il te) who will have a Church up- 
ueber of faithful Ones, with whom be hath' promi- 
he End of the World. /Hitherto he hath' made good his 


"4 
, , 
a , 


werenot 2 Spiritual, but a Political 
% x F d mo = fl Precb esbyters miſt needs be Spiritual 
: it is as certain that the Church 
' a ical Society, as it is certain that it , 
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